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SPECIAL THANKS TO: 



A 
s your first vice president and host, it’s my great honor to welcome you to the 109th Convention of the New 

Mexico Press Association. Our planning committee — and mostly, new NMPA Executive Director Rory 

McClannahan — have brought together a great two days of speakers and events that will help you better tell 

Stories That Matter back home, and even make a little money in the process. 

 

We’ll hear from human resources pros and experts on oil politics in New Mexico, the U.S. and the Middle East, then 

enjoy wine from across the state with New Mexico Wine — and that’s only on Friday. Saturday, we’ll meet David Chav-

ern, CEO of the News Media Alliance, and induct the Lovington Leader’s John Graham into the NMPA Hall of Fame. 

We’ll get to learn something new at workshops on storytelling events, open government, increasing revenue, page de-

sign and reporting on ethnicity and race. And of course, we’ll celebrate the hard work of professionals around the state 

at the awards banquet. 

 

But for me, the real Stories That Matter at this conference are those we hear from our fellow New Mexico newspaper-

women and newspapermen, in and in between workshops and roundtables or over a drink afterward. This weekend is 

an opportunity to share war stories, sure, but it’s also where we learn about the innovative ideas that are being tried at 

other newspapers around the state and the country. And it’s a chance to get the latest developments from industry ven-

dors — some of whom have become just as essential to my newspaper as my coworkers.  

 

I hope you’ll come away from this weekend with new energy and ideas that you can share with your staff and your com-

munity, and that you’ll make plans now to join us for next year’s 110th Annual Convention, when we’ll also celebrate 50 

years of our Hall of Fame. If you enjoy this year, 2018’s milestone edition will be even better — so find a little money in 

your budget for the coming year to bring along an extra reporter or ad rep, and reach out to a neighboring publisher or 

editor who hasn’t been able to join us lately. And if you have an idea for a workshop, please talk to me or next year’s 

convention chair, Leota Harriman. The New Mexico Press Association is your organization, and this is your convention, 

so help us to help you continue to uncover and tell the Stories That Matter in this great state — just as we have for more 

than a century.  

Nick Seibel 

Silver City Daily Press and Independent 

 

WELCOME TO THE 109TH NMPA CONVENTION 





SCHEDULE 

Thursday, Nov. 9 

7 p.m. 

Comedy Night at the Star Casino 

Friday, Nov. 10 

9 a.m. 

NMPA Board of Directors Meeting 

BEAR 

Afternoon Sessions 

1 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

Join Human Resources expert Mayela Alvarez in a discussion about the latest workplace rules as well as such topics 

as dealing with difficult employees, navigating the discipline process and keeping good employees. 

PUMA 

2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

ISSUES FORUM 

OIL POLITICS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND AT HOME 

Prof. Robert Weiner of the Institute of Middle Eastern Studies at George Washington University and Dr. Daniel Fine of 

New Mexico Tech are the featured panelists. The forum will feature a discussion on the impact of the petroleum indus-

try on the state and how it relates to government policies throughout the world. Journalists Susan Montoya Bryan of 

the Associated Press and  Albuquerque Journal energy reporter Kevin Robinson-Avila will round out the panel. 

PUMA 

SOCIAL EVENT 

5 P.M. 

Wine and Salsa Tasting 

Sponsored by the Society for Professional Journalists and the NMPA 



SCHEDULE 

Saturday, Nov. 11 

9 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 

NMPA General Membership Meeting 

EAGLE 

 

10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

NMPA Board of Directors Meeting 

BEAR 

 

10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

OPEN GOVERNMENT 

New Mexico Foundation for Open Government and Searchlight New Mexico lead a workshop on the 

latest issues concerning the state’s Open Meetings Act and the Inspection of Public Records Act. In 

addition, there will be practical advice on using the state laws as well as using online databases to 

track government actions. 

EAGLE 

 

HALL OF FAME LUCHEON 

Noon to 1:30 p.m. 

The NMPA Honors John Graham 

John Graham has been publisher of the Lovington Leader for more than 30 years, but his experience with newspapers 

extends back to his childhood. The son of a newspaperman, Graham has given a lifetime serving not only the Press 

Association but the people and community of Lovington. 

Keynote Speaker David Chavern 

Since taking over as CEO of the News Media Alliance, Chavern has been a highly visible advocate for journalism and 

newspapers. He has been a guest on CNN, Fox News and MSNBC  as well as writing guest editorials for publications 

throughout the country.  



REVENUE (Eagle) EDITORIAL (Bear) 

1:30– 2:15 p.m. 

Increasing Classified Revenue 

Bill Ostendorf from Creative Circle Media Solu-

tions explains that despite all the worry about 

the drop in classified sales, it is still a viable 

revenue stream for newspapers. 

1:30– 2:15 p.m. 

A New, Old Way to Tell Stories 

Megan Finnerty of the Arizona Republic will talk 

about the Storytellers Project she started in Arizo-

na. Her efforts have been adopted by other Gan-

nett newspapers around the country. 

2:20—3:05 p.m. 

Selling Ads at a Fire-breathing Newspaper 

Rio Grande Sun General Manager Maria Lopez 

Garcia offers tips on selling advertising when 

the editorial side of your newspaper takes a 

hard line on an unpopular issue or subject.. 

2:20—3:05 p.m. 

Reporting on Race and Ethnicity 

Russell Contreras and Mary Hudertz of the Asso-

ciated Press talk about the challenges and re-

wards of reporting on the various cultures in New 

Mexico. 

3:15—4 p.m. 

Revenue Ideas in Your Newsroom 

Megan Finnerty of the Arizona Republic relates 

how to really “think outside the box” when look-

ing for revenue ideas. Finnerty started the suc-

cessful Storytellers Project in Arizona. 

3:15—4 p.m. 

Page Design Made Easy 

Rachel Baca of  Albuquerque Business First gives 

a practical demonstration on making your news-

paper design sing, dance and draw readers in. 

Saturday Afternoon 

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Networking and Free Time 

 
6 p.m. 

Reception 
 

7:30 

The Better Newspaper Contest Awards Banquet 



2017 

John Graham — Lovington Leader 

 

2016 

T.H. Lang—Albuquerque Journal 

 

2015 

Kathi Beardon—Hobbs News-Sun 

 

2014 

Robin Martin—The Santa Fe New Mexican 

 

2013 

Robert B. Trapp—Rio Grande Sun 

 

2012 

Scot Stinnett—De Baca County News 

 

2011 

Hal Simmons—NMPA Attorney 

 

2010 

Sammy Lopez—Farmington Daily Times 

 

2008 

Kent Walz—Albuquerque Journal 

 

2007 

Guy and Marcia Wood—Sangre de Cristo 

Chronicle 

 

2005 

Billie Blair—The Santa Fe New Mexican 

 

2004 

Jack Swickard—The Triton Group 

 

2003 

Darrel Freeman—Santa Rosa News 

 

2002 

Ned Cantwell—Carlsbad Current-Argus 

 

2001 

Robert M. McKinney—The Santa Fe New 

Mexican 

 
2000 

Robert E. Trapp—Rio Grande Sun 

Robert Johnson—NM Foundation for Open 

Government 

Ken Green—Artesia Daily Press 

Harold Cousland—Las Cruces Sun-News 

 

1999 

Jack Walz—Lordsburg Liberal 

Dan Storm—Ruidoso News 

Jerry Crawford—Albuquerque Journal 

 

1998 

Bob Tooley—The Herald (T or C) 

 

1997 

Keith Green—Ruidoso News 

 

1996 

Kathryn Morris—Hobbs News-Sun 

William F. Ely—Silver City Daily Press 

Stuart Beck—Las Vegas Optic 

 

1995 

John Zollinger—Gallup Independent 

 

1994 

Alta and Wilson Cliff—Torrance County 

Citizen 

 

1992 

George Baldwin—The Albuquerque Tribune 

Gordon Greaves—Portales News-Tribune 

 

1991 

Lois Beck—Las Vegas Daily Optic 

 

1990 

Agnes Head—Hobbs Flare 

 

1989 

Robert Beck—Roswell Daily Record 

 

1988 

Al White—Hatch Courier 

Bill Southard—Clovis News Journal 

 

1987 

Marian Barber—Grants Daily Beacon 

Al Stubbs—Alamogordo Daily News 

 

1986 

James K. Green—Artesia Daily Press 

 

1985 

Billie Holder—Alamogordo Daily News 

 

1984 

Val Cooper— Farmington Daily Times 

 

1983 

Robert Brown—Albuquerque Journal 

Jeter Bryan— Alamogordo Daily News 

 

 

1982 

Carter Waid—Valencia County News-

Bulletin 

Keen Rafferty—UNM Journalism School 

 

1981 

Ed Lewis—Albuquerque News 

M.M. Stinnett—Portales News-Tribune 

 

1980 

Charles Fischer Sr.—Clovis News Journal 

Jack Stitton—Farmington Daily Times 

 

1979 

Paul W. Payton—Lincoln County News 

 

1978 

Thomas M. Pepperday—Albuquerque Jour-

nal 

 

1977 

Carey Holbrook—Health City Sun 

 

1976 

Carl C. Magee—New Mexico State Tribune 

 

1975 

Col. Clyde Ely—Silver City Daily Press 

 

1974 

Frank Pfeiffer—Raton Daily Range 

Arletta Coleman—Sierra County Advocate 

 

1973 

Lincoln O’Brien—Farmington Daily Times 

 

1972 

Paul O. Tooley—The Herald (T or C) 

 

1971 

Floyd Rigdon—Carlsbad Current-Argus 

James Barber—Grants Daily Beacon 

 

1968 

Orville E. Priestly—Las Cruces Sun-News 

E.H. Schaffer—The Albuquerque Tribune 

Will Robinson—Roswell Daily Record 

H.P. Pickrell—Albuquerque Journal 

Don Lusk—Silver City Enterprise 

E. Dana Johnson—The Santa Fe New Mexi-

can 

Will Harrison—Syndicated Columnist 

Daniel C. Burrows—The Albuquerque Trib-

une 

New Mexico Press Association 

Hall of Fame 



J 
ohn Graham’s roots are in Texas, but 

his heart belongs the community of 

Lovington. Graham became publisher 

of the Lovington Leader in the early 

1980s when he was still in his 20s. Although 

young for the leader of a newspaper, Graham 

was an old hand in the newspaper business. 

Learning from his father and from experience, 

Graham recalls his high school years of not 

only attending Lovington High School, but re-

porting on football games and other community 

events as well. While his classmates were 

heading to the after-game dance, Graham was 

heading to the newspaper to file his story. And 

in the event anything went wrong with the 

equipment in the press room, Graham was 

usually the first one to roll up his sleeves, grab 

a wrench and get everything working again. 

Graham served on the New Mexico Press Association board early in his publish-

ing career and has been an ardent supporter of the organization. What really 

stands out, though, is his support for Lovington and Lea County. While it is al-

most an expectation for publishers to join local Rotary Clubs, Graham has been 

named a Paul Harris Fellow, Rotary’s highest award for those who put service 

before self. 

In the 1990s, when it looked as though Lovington High School’s tennis program 

would be eliminated, Graham stepped up and offered to coach. The program 

stayed afloat and thrived, earning several trips to the state tournament under 

Graham’s guidance. 

He has also sat of the board of the Lea County Electric Cooperative since 2012 

and had owned the Denver City Press for 12 years. 

For all that Graham has done for his community and for the New Mexico Press 
Association, he rightfully takes his place in the NMPA Hall of Fame. 

JOHN GRAHAM 

2017 NMPA HALL OF FAME 



OUR GUEST SPEAKERS 

Mayela Alvarez , 
MBA, PHR, SHRM-
CP, is the vice presi-
dent  of OPS and HR 
for Army & Navy 
Stores of Laredo, Inc. 
She is a professional 
in the human re-
sources, accounting, 
customer relations 
and general manage-
ment field.  She has over 20 years experi-
ence in Accounting /Finance and over 10 
years experience as an HR Profession-
al.  She is currently president of the local El 
Paso SHRM Chapter. 
Mayela holds a MBA in Accounting from Uni-
versity of Phoenix and a B.A. in Accounting 
from University of Texas at El Paso. Through 
her 20-plus year career, Mayela has worked 
on rebuilding and developing businesses in 
the service, operational, accounting and HR 
realm. Her focus with any business is organi-
zational strategic planning, succession plan-
ning and improving employee and customer 
relations. 

Maria Lopez Garcia is the General 
Manager of the Rio Grande SUN.  
She’s a graduate of New Mexico 
State University, with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Journalism.  She’s worked in 
the newspaper industry for almost 
20 years.  Prior to the Rio Grande 
SUN, Maria worked as an advertis-
ing executive at the Las Cruces Bul-
letin and the Colorado Springs Ga-
zette.  She participated in the Fel-
lowship program with the Inland 
Press Foundation.  She’s also an 

active member of the New Mexico Press Board, currently serv-

ing her second term. 

Rachel Baca has been designing news-
papers for more than 20 years. She grew 
up in a six-generation newspaper family 
in northwest Missouri and learned the 
ropes of reporting and paste-up layout 
before heading off to the University of 
Missouri Journalism school. 
She joined the Albuquerque Journal in 
1995 as a page designer and became 
assistant design director in 2000. In 2003, 
she joined the Atlanta Journal-Constitution as a metro and A1 de-
signer before returning to Albuquerque to become design director 
in 2007. 
Baca is currently creative services director at Albuquerque Busi-
ness First. 

David Chavern is president and CEO of the News Media 
Alliance, the industry’s largest trade organization. David 
joined NMA as president and CEO in October 2015. 
Chavern has built a career spanning 30 years in execu-
tive strategic and operational roles, and most recently 
completed a decade-long tenure at the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Since taking over the reins of the News Media Alliance, 
Chavern has been highly-visible and sometimes contro-
versial in his support of newspapers and news media. 

Megan Finnerty is a journalist and storytelling consult-

ant who works with individuals, nonprofits and brands. 

Essentially, she’s a professional listener… who likes to 

talk. She’s the director of the Storytellers Brand Studio 

and the founder and director of the Storytellers Project, 

a nationwide series of live storytelling events from the 

USA TODAY Network in more than 20 cities. She’s 

coached more than 1,000 people to share true, first-

person stories. She graduated from Purdue University, and was a news features 

reporter at The Arizona Republic for 14 years. She feels strongly about femi-

nism, cocktails, and NPR, and prefers a bold lip to a smoky eye.  



Russell Contreras has been 
a multimedia law enforce-
ment, immigration and minori-
ty affair reporter with the As-
sociated Press since 2011. In 
addition, he is the current 
president of UNITY Journal-
ists for Diversity, a strategic 
alliance that advocates for fair 
and accurate coverage on 
diversity issues as well as 
challenging industry stand-
ards in terms of staffing at all 

levels. 

Mary Hudetz has worked as a 

law enforcement and courts 

reporter for the Associated 

Press since 2015. Prior to that, 

Hudetz was editor of Native 

Peoples and served two years 

as president of the Native 

American Journalists Associa-

tion.  

Kevin Robinson-Avila is an ener-
gy and technology reporter for the 
Albuquerque Journal. Prior to 
working at the Journal, Robinson-
Avila has worked for the Biz Jour-
nals and New Mexico State Uni-
versity as well as serving as a 
reporter and editor in South and 

Central America. 

Susan Montoya Bryan 
has been a reporter in the 
AP's New Mexico bureau 
since 1999. She has cov-
ered breaking news and 
shot video and photos for 
several major stories, 
including wildfires, the 
drought, energy develop-
ment and elections. Mon-
toya Bryan attended the 
University of New Mexico, 
where she graduated in 
1998 with a journalism 

degree. 

Dr. Daniel Fine is the Associate 

Director of  the New Mexico Cen-

ter for Energy Policy and is a 

Senior Policy Analyst in the New 

Mexico State Department 

of Energy Minerals and Natural 

Resources as Project Leader in 

the new Energy Policy.He was a 

member of the Director’s Adviso-

ry Board of the South Carolina 

Research Authority and a  Re-

search Associate at the Massa-

chusetts Institute of  Technolo-

gy (Energy and Materials).  

Robert J. Weiner is profes-
sor of international business, 
public policy & public admin-
istration, and international 
affairs, at the George Wash-
ington University School of 
Business, Washington D.C. 
He serves concurrently as 
deputy director of the Master 
of Science in Government 
Contracts, a joint program of 
the GW Schools of Business 

and Law. 

Oil Politics in the Middle East and at Home 
Panel 



Thanks to our Sponsors! Thanks to our Sponsors! 


